
In July 2021, Field to Market®: The Alliance for Sustainable 
Agriculture released Version 4.0 of the Fieldprint® Platform. 
Explore how your organization can harness the enhanced science 
behind 4.0 to meet your sustainability goals.

PROJECT ADMINISTRATORS’ GUIDE TO     

FIELPRINT PLATFORM 4.0 
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Meet the next generation of the industry’s most widely recognized sustainability assessment tool for 
commodity crop production in the United States.

What’s New in Fieldprint Platform 4.0 

In July 2021, Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable 
Agriculture introduced Fieldprint Platform 4.0, the next 
generation of the industry’s most widely recognized 
sustainability assessment tool for commodity crop 
production in the United States. This major release 
coincides with Field to Market’s annual science release 
and includes several important enhancements to 
improve the accuracy and usefulness of the Fieldprint 
Analysis which is generated for farmers and project 
administrators.

As Field to Market member organizations scale 
commitments to climate smart and regenerative 
agriculture,  Fieldprint Platform 4.0 introduces two 
major new enhancements to the science behind Field to 
Market’s suite of outcomes-based sustainability metrics, 
enhancing the Water Quality metric and introducing 
a new, integrated tool to quantify soil carbon 
sequestration. 

Project administrators should use this quick start guide 
to explore the benefits of these major upgrades, as well 
as access technical guidance in Appendix A. 

Version 4.0 enhancements include: 

• Water Quality Metric: replacing the NRCS Water 
Quality Index (WQI) tool with Stewardship Tool for 
Environmental Performance (STEP, also developed 
by NRCS).

• COMET-Planner Scenario Tool: implementing NRCS 
COMET Planner as an optional Soil Carbon Scenario 
Tool within the online Fieldprint Calculator.

• Enforcing USDA Wind Erosion Prediction System 
(WEPS) Calibration Mode: enforcing use of crop 
calibration mode for wind erosion model calls. 

• Minor Enhancements: various other minor 
enhancements to improve Platform usability, 
accuracy, reliability and performance.
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What should I know about the updates being made to Field to Market’s Fieldprint Analysis?
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Replacing the index-based score available from 
the Water Quality Index, the updated Water 
Quality metric using NRCS STEP allows continuous 
improvement projects focused on water quality to 
target loss pathways and encourage management 
adjustments where they can have the largest 
impact at the field and landscape level. 

This updated analysis will be comprised of four 
parts, with each part representing a nutrient 
loss pathway by water source. Specifically, NRCS 
designed STEP to model both nitrogen and 
phosphorous loss to surface and subsurface water 
sources. 

Questions on how Fieldprint Platform 4.0 upgrades impact your project’s continuous improvement plan? Contact 
Program Director Lexi Clark to refine your project strategy to harness the new science. 
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S O I L  C A R B O N  
Increasing soil carbon 

sequestration on  
U.S. cropland.

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y   
Improving regional water quality 
through reduction in sediment, 
nutrient and pesticide loss from 

U.S. cropland.

Key Takeaways for Continuous Improvement Project Administrators

• The Water Quality metric will require minor updates 
to required farmer data for the Platform in order 
to allow for better documentation of conservation 
practices and field management improvements. 
Explore an updated checklist for farmer data entry 
here. 

• If your project wishes to explore changes in Water 
Quality or Soil Conservation metric scores over time, 
users must recalculate all prior years’ data for 
credible trends or impact claims.  

• As Version 4.0 impacts both the Fieldprint Calculator 
and the Fieldprint API, Continuous Improvement 
Projects and farmers accessing Field to Market’s 
sustainability measurement through Qualified 
Data Management Partners (QDMPs) should expect 
the same general Platform changes.  QDMPs are 
required to release updates to their integrations per 
Field to Market’s QDMP Data Management License 
Agreement. However, QDMP integrations will be 
staggered and occur after the Fieldprint Calculator 
release, between July and September 2021. 

COMET-Planner is a scenario tool to evaluate multiple 
conservation approaches, allowing projects to support 
grower decision making by outlining the potential 
for soil carbon sequestration based on various 
practice scenarios. This can also allow projects to look 
regionally to determine the best suite of management 
techniques available to growers to address soil health.

COMET-Planner serves as an integrated, optional 
tool to evaluate options and document the impacts 
of management techniques on soil carbon. The Soil 
Conditioning Index (SCI) will remain as the Soil Carbon 
metric, indicating the directional improvements to soil 
carbon over time. 

S O I L  C O N S E R V A T I O N  
Reducing soil erosion  on U.S. cropland.

While Field to Market has not changed our Soil Conservation Metric, Version 4.0 introduces an upgrade to the 
metric calculation by enforcing calibration of the Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS). This change results 
in more accurate calculations by using actual yield data to adjust modelled vegetative growth based on actual 
crop yield. This allows projects to more accurately report Soil Conservation across highly erodible fields and 
highlights the benefits of soil health principles, e.g. keeping the soil covered and reducing disturbance.  

EXPLORING FIELDPRINT PLATFORM 4.0

mailto:lclark%40fieldtomarket.org?subject=Fieldprint%20Platform%204.0
https://members.fieldtomarket.org/members/learning-center/farmer-data-collection-checklist-fieldprint-platform
https://members.fieldtomarket.org/members/learning-center/farmer-data-collection-checklist-fieldprint-platform


Appendix A: Project Guidance for Fieldprint Platform 4.0

The following provides Project Administrators with information around how the July 2021 Fieldprint Plat-
form update may impact use of metric analysis from both a Continuous Improvement Project and farmer 
perspective.  The following table provides you with information on what to expect and applicable guidance.  
The information is generalized given that Projects may operate through the Fieldprint Calculator and a 
QDMP.  

Usage Scenario What to Expect Applicable Guidance

General Claims  
Processing 

(Project Perspective)

• In Version 4.0, the NRCS Stewardship Tool 
for Environmental Performance (STEP) will 
replace NRCS Water Quality Index (WQI) as 
the Water Quality Metric.

• The move to STEP required modification 
to crop year data input (question) 
requirements. The Platform is configured to 
allow defaults for new STEP inputs.

• The Version 4.0 release includes other 
enhancements (e.g. enforcing WEPS 
Calibration Mode) that have the potential to 
change crop year results when recalculated.

• For projects that wish to explore 
changes in their Water Quality or 
Soil Conservation metric scores 
over time, they must recalculate all 
prior years for the fields and farms 
enrolled in the project. 

• Default input data for any new 
questions will be provided so that 
re-calculation can occur, but be 
advised that results will be more 
accurate if users review those data 
entries and provide more specific 
data where possible.

• Projects may request that 
individual project participants 
(farmers) review the default input 
data for prior years and make 
adjustments based on verifiable 
farm records to generate more 
accurate results.  Projects should 
account for this additional time 
and effort.

• The online Fieldprint Calculator 
includes on the reporting page 
a message alerting project 
adminstrators that not all data 
in a project data set has been 
calculated on the same metric 
version.  Projects working with 
QDMP should contact the QDMP 
for confirmation of metric version.

• All data submitted for claims must 
be generated on the same and 
latest metric (platform) version.

EXPLORING FIELDPRINT PLATFORM 4.0
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Usage Scenario What to Expect Applicable Guidance

Generating 
Comprehensive Data 
Output File 

(Project Perspective)

• Anticipate the comprehensive data 
output spreadsheet to reflect data input 
requirement changes (added, modified, 
remoted).

• Refer to the Fieldprint Platform 
Version 4.0 Release Overview 
document for details on data 
input changes for STEP and other 
information on the Version 4.0 
release.

• Projects using the prior 
comprehensive data output 
spreadsheet format for analysis in 
tools like Excel may need to make 
adjustments to account for input 
changes.

Specific Water Quality 
Metric Changes
(Project Perspective)

• Whereas the WQI-based water quality 
metric score in Version 3.0 of the Platform 
is presented as a single, unitless index-
based score ranging from one to ten, the 
STEP-based water quality score in Version 
4.0 is comprised of four parts, with each 
part or component representing a nutrient 
loss pathway for surface and subsurface 
phosphorus and surface and subsurface 
nitrogen.

• For visualization on the Spidergram, a single 
score is used based on the number of loss 
pathways that have been mitigated. If no 
Loss Pathways have been mitigated, the 
shaded area for Water Quality will reach the 
outer edge of the spidergram (worst score). If 
all four Loss Pathways have been mitigated, 
the shaded area for Water Quality will not 
extend beyond the center of the spidergram 
(best score). 

• The Fieldprint Analysis report has been 
modified to reflect new STEP water quality 
metric score presentation. 

• Refer to the Fieldprint Platform 
Version 4.0 Release Overview  
document for additional details 
on the STEP water quality metric 
results.

Timing of QDMP 
integration and release 
of Version 4.0

• The Version 4.0 release to the Fieldprint 
Calculator occurred in early July 2021. 

• QDMPs are required to release updates to 
their integrations per Field to Market’s QDMP 
Data Management License Agreement.  

• We expect QDMP integration updates for 
Version 4.0 will be staggered and occur after 
the Fieldprint Calculator release, between 
the months of July and September 2021.  

• Projects working with a QDMP 
should discuss the timing of their 
Version 4.0 integration update.

• The timing may also impact the 
ability of a QDMP system to collect 
new STEP inputs for the 2021 
growing season.

EXPLORING FIELDPRINT PLATFORM 4.0

https://support.fieldtomarket.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Fieldprint-Platform-Version-4-Release-Overview.pdf
https://support.fieldtomarket.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Fieldprint-Platform-Version-4-Release-Overview.pdf
https://support.fieldtomarket.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Fieldprint-Platform-Version-4-Release-Overview.pdf
https://support.fieldtomarket.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Fieldprint-Platform-Version-4-Release-Overview.pdf
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Usage Scenario What to Expect Applicable Guidance

Use of COMET Planner 
in Projects

• Field to Market will be implementing a USDA 
NRCS COMET Planner Scenario Tool within 
the Calculator as part of the Version 4.0 
releases. 

• This new tool will offer farmers and project 
sponsors a resource to easily and quickly 
estimate the potential for soil carbon 
change in response to a recent or planned 
management change.  

• The COMET Planner Scenario Tool 
is beneficial for projects working to 
quantify soil health improvements 
as well as projects focused on 
climate impacts and resilience to 
motivate and incentivize greater 
adoption of conservation practices 
including cover crops, tillage, and 
nutrient management.

• The COMET Planner Scenario 
Tool is optional and is not a 
replacement for the Soil Carbon 
metric. 

• In the first phase, COMET Planner 
Scenario Tool will be implemented 
in the Fieldprint Calculator 
only. COMET Planner will be 
incorporated in the Fieldprint API 
as an optional feature for QDMPs 
by the end of Q3 2021.

EXPLORING FIELDPRINT PLATFORM 4.0

Want to learn more about the Fieldprint Platform?

• Try out the Calculator at https://calculator.fieldtomarket.org

• Learn more about Field to Market and our sustainability metrics at https://fieldtomarket.org/our-programs/
sustainability-metrics/

• Learn more about our Continuous Improvement Accelerator at https://fieldtomarket.org/continuous-
improvement-accelerator/

• If you would like to get in touch with Field to Market, email us at support@fieldtomarket.org

https://calculator.fieldtomarket.org 
https://fieldtomarket.org/our-programs/sustainability-metrics
https://fieldtomarket.org/continuous-improvement-accelerator/ 
https://fieldtomarket.org/continuous-improvement-accelerator/ 
mailto:support%40fieldtomarket.org?subject=

